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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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 John Usas Chair                         Rick Wright  Co-Chair                     Kelly Flaskerud , Secretary                    

937-776-6235 740-626-2382                                     410-703-1512              

wdssteward@gmail.com      Redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com            

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                                                                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor

  740-988-2073                                                                                   740-851-9127

 jmeach42@gmail.com                                                                       tshoe140@horizonview.net                     

December Annual Meeting / Tribute to John Schmidt

Twenty-five SOFA members gathered at the Rainsboro church on 9 December to share a 
Christmas meal and to celebrate John Schmidt’s 100th birthday!  We had several kinds of smoked 
meats, Brent’s Grandmother’s “crack” beans, delicious mashed white potatoes, roasted sweet potatoes 
with pears (it was as fabulous as it sounds!), homemade chicken and noodles, homemade rolls (I admit 
to having two), quick bread rolls, salads, cole slaw, plenty of buns, homemade dressing, green bean 
casserole, and turkey gravy.  

While chatting before, during dinner, and even afterwards, we were treated to a circa 1956 
WOSU video of John and Mary Schmidt singing Songs for a Summer Evening 
(https://wosu.org/making-waves-wosus-century-of-broadcasting/the-first-voice-wosu-tv-john-
schmidt/).  John, who was one of the founders of SOFA, has a gorgeous voice and treated us to a few 
bars of several of his favorite songs.  You can see fifteen minutes of the program here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJQKKtLGTag&t=153s.  John’s children shared his life story, 
including that he was born in 1922 in Mt. Gilead, Ohio.  While in high school, he was the State 
Champion in pole vault and explained that he used a wooden pole wrapped in tape so it wouldn’t 
shatter as he flew over the bar.  In 1942, he became the NCAA National Collegiate Champion in pole 
vaulting, so he must have been a “high flier.”

After college, John met his future wife Mary, when he accidentally knocked her down 
backstage on Broadway!  Apparently, he made quite an impression as they later married and have five 
children together.  He was in several well-known Broadway hits, including Brigadoon, Paint Your 
Wagon, Out of this World, and Polonaise.  John is the only living original cast member from Brigadoon
and Paint Your Wagon.

After his career on Broadway and a tour of Germany, Britain, Italy, Switzerland, and Denmark, 
John came home to Ohio and is now a Professor Emeritus in Radio, Television, and Speech at the Ohio 
State University.  He stayed busy as a timber farmer as well and was an Ohio Tree Farmer of the Year, a
Regional Tree Farmer of the Year, and a National Tree Farmer of the Year.  As a result of the accolades,
John and Mary traveled to Washington, DC where they met with President George W. Bush.  

SOFA presented John with a beautiful plaque commemorating his leadership, many 
accomplishments, and his dedication to forestry in Southern Ohio.  After the presentation, we toasted 
him with champagne sang to him, and shared some birthday cake.  Happy Birthday Mr. Schmidt!

Business was discussed, Officers for the new year were installed. Merry Christmas and we hope
to see you all in the New Year!  Keep checking the Facebook group and webpage for updates on our 
first meeting in February, 2022.

Kelly
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Congradulations John!! Thank you for being a Friend!!
Three friends married women from different parts of the country.
The first man married a woman from Texas . He told her that she was to do the dishes and house 
cleaning. It took a couple of days, but on the third day, he came home to see a clean house and dishes 
washed and put away.
The second man married a woman from Tennessee. He gave his wife orders that she was to do all the 
cleaning, dishes and the cooking. The first day he didn't see any results, but the next day he saw it was 
better. By the third day, he saw his house was clean, the dishes were done and there was a huge dinner 
on the table.
The third man married a girl from Ohio. He ordered her to keep the house cleaned, dishes washed, lawn
mowed, laundry washed, and hot meals on the table for every meal. He said the first day he didn't see 
anything, the second day he didn't see anything but by the third day, some of the swelling had gone 
down and he could see a little out of his left eye, and his arm was healed enough that he could fix 
himself a sandwich and load the dishwasher. He still has some difficulty remembering things.
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Vinton, 
Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester  Jackson, 
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester  Fayette, 
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
 Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr  ,state.oh.us

Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest 
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu

Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net

Dave Apsley, 
Nat’l Resource Specialist        
 740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu   

Jerermy Scherf, ODNR 
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

Katie Gerber DNR Forester
Fayette
740-774-1596 
Katherine.Gerber@state.oh.us  

Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands 
Biologist  937-347-0925
 emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us 

REMEMBER!!
BURN BAN — The statewide fall burn ban is in effect from October 1 - November 30. 
OPEN BURNING IS NOT PERMITTED BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 6AM - 6PM.
This is largely due to dry, breezy and low relative humidity conditions, as well as 
vegetation dying off. If a fire gets out of control, don't wait to call 911—fires can spread 
quickly! 
...
For more info:http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/burninglaws

Day in the Woods 2nd Friday Series

If you are interested in some great educational programs, this
is the place! It's been hard to plan ahead, so check often to see
what and where the next program will be held. We will try to

keep the latest info on our facebook page, but here is the
website to check for yourself:

u.osu.edu/seohiowoods
 

David Apsley
Natural Resources Specialist

College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences Ohio State
University Extension

17 Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH 45640
740-710-3009 Mobile

apsley.1@osu.edu     email
                                         u.osu.edu/seohiowoods   website

2022 MEMBERSHHIPS  ARE NOW DUE!!
Send to Jim Meacham   4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640

Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the newsletter!

 
It is a private group, so you may want to register. After registering you will be able to post entries.
This will enable us to put out immediate information, such as cancellations, or other plan changes.
In order to register, open Facebook search for “S.O.F.A.” There you will be able to join the group. 
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Amazon’s new packaging for cold and frozen food is made from layers of
recyclable paper

BY TODD BISHOP on November 16, 2021 at 10:48 pm

Amazon is taking plastic liners, bubble bags, and some of the consumer guilt out of grocery deliveries.

The company says it has created new packaging for cold and frozen foods that is made from recycled paper, and can be 
recycled in curbside bins. It rolls out starting this month for Amazon Fresh and Whole Foods grocery deliveries.

The packaging is also produced in different regions of the United States, closer to the locations that will use it, further 
reducing the environmental impact, says Stephenie Landry, vice president of Amazon’s grocery business, in a post 
announcing the new packaging.

It’s part of Amazon’s Climate Pledge to reach net-zero carbon emissions by 2040. It’s also part of a larger effort by the 
company to shift to recyclable packaging.

The packaging’s ability to keep food cold and frozen was tested in internal and external labs, and in consumer pilots in 
multiple cities, according to an online Q&A published by the company with Joe Rake, a senior program manager for 
Amazon’s consumer packaging experience.

“After a lot of rigorous testing and customer feedback, we landed on a version of recycled paper tissue layering that’s 
relatively common in the moving and packing industry but that we reinvented for our grocery delivery customers,” Rake 
says.

A Note to all “inactive” Members:

There are a lot of reasons that many members are not able to attend our monthly meetings. That being 
said, we miss you, and hope you are well. We would like to hear from you, to know that you still have an interest in
our group, and what is going on in your world. There will be a place in the newsletter to publish your message 
(only if you give permission) to let everyone know about you. The weather is changing in southern Ohio, so sit 
down and drop a few lines to me. Email tshoe140@horizonview.net 
P.S. We wouldn't mind hearing from “Active” members too!

The construction of an unusual downtown Milwaukee apartment tower, the mass timber Ascent,
has achieved a key milestone.

Tom Daykin   Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

The construction of an unusual downtown Milwaukee apartment tower has achieved a key milestone.                      
The 25-story Ascent, 700 E. Kilbourn Ave., staged its topping off ceremony recently. That marks the building reaching its 
highest point, with the roof now in place.                                                                                                                                                        

The $80 million, 259-unit high-rise is being constructed with a technique known as mass timber or cross-laminated
timber.      The mass timber process uses layers of wood pressed together to create columns, beams and other building frame 
components.

Apartments, offices and other buildings made from timber provide a lower carbon footprint than conventional 
construction. They also can create a more attractive atmosphere, featuring exposed wood interiors. At 284 feet, Ascent is the
tallest mass timber structure in the world, according to developer New Land Enterprises LLP.                                                        

The topping off "is the culmination of years of determination and innovation for New Land and our partners,” 
said Tim Gokhman, managing director.                                                                                                                                                 

“Together, we’ve shown that we can build a more beautiful, sustainable and precise building faster, paving the way 
to transform development in the United States," Gokhman said, in a statement.

The project used prefabricated columns and beams with factory integrated connectors, making the construction 
process around 25% faster than conventional construction. 

The project broke ground in August 2020, with timber construction starting in June. Ascent is scheduled to open in 
summer 2022 

“This continues to be a job of amazing scale as we top off the building and proceed with the buildout,” says Chris 
Johansen, project manager for C.D. Smith Construction, Ascent's general contractor. 
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ODNR Shares $1.5 Million in Trees to Text Program
The following update on the Trees to Text program was recently published in the Gongwer News.

Natural Resources:  The department said 16 rural school districts and their communities will 
share more than $1.5 million in revenue from the harvest of timber in state forests through the Trees to 
Textbooks program, in which a percentage of revenue from state forest management goes to the county,
township and school district where the activity took place.

"Thanks to ODNR's good stewardship of natural resources, the state can give back to our schools
and local communities through this important program," Gov. DeWine said. "The money from this 
program is particularly useful in helping school districts keep up with changing technology."
Since its start in 1999, the program has shared more than$34 million to school districts and local 
governments, ODNR said.

"Our Trees to Textbooks program is just one of the economic benefits our state forests bring to 
rural communities," said Dan Balser, chief of the Division of Forestry. "Sharing these funds locally helps 
communities provide necessary services and can go a long way in making good schools better."

Wayne National Forest Adopts Recreation
Amendment for Flexibility in Seasonal Trail

Openings and Closures 
NELSONVILLE, Ohio (Dec. 21, 2021) — The Wayne National Forest has adopted a Recreation 
Amendment to its Forest Plan which will grant more flexibility in seasonal recreation opening and 
closure dates. This amendment takes out direction from the Forest Plan and allows the Forest 
Supervisor to determine closure dates based on a variety of factors. This year, non-motorized (biking 
and horseback riding) trail use is extended through Sunday, January 2, 2022. However, the OHV (off-
highway vehicles) season closure date of December 15 remains in effect for this year.
“Riding horses, bikes, and OHVs can cause extra wear and tear to trails during wet winter periods, but 
amending the Forest Plan gives us the ability to be more flexible in our seasonal opening and closure 
dates based upon weather and other factors,” said Forest Supervisor Carrie Gilbert. “We hope visitors 
who use the Wayne National Forest’s recreational trails will enjoy this year’s extended trail season.”

The decision to adopt the Recreation Amendment was made after consultation with its users, featuring 
comment and objection periods in which the public could provide input on the proposed amendment.

While trails designated for riding horses and mountain bikes close in a few weeks, hiking is allowed on 
all Wayne National Forest trails year-round for free, regardless of whether the trail is also designated for
riding purposes. Developed campgrounds are also closed for the winter season, but dispersed 
(primitive) camping is allowed year-round throughout most of the national forest. Visitors may go 
to https://go.usa.gov/xe6D6 for more information.

Facilities and trails are expected to reopen in early April. “We look forward to welcoming visitors back 
for the 2022 recreation season,” Gilbert concluded.

When a flashlight grows dim or quits working, do you just throw it away? 
Of course not. You change the batteries. When a person messes up or finds themselves in a dark 
place, do you cast them aside? Of course not! You help them change their batteries. Some need 
AA.....Attention and affection, some need AAA.....attention, affection, and acceptance, some need 
C.....compassion, Some need D.....direction. And if they still don't seem to shine.....simply sit with 
them quietly and share your light.
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FEBRUARY 10th
Rainsboro UMC

 We will have our usual carry-in dinner at 6 PM
Meeting at 7 PM

We will meet at The Rainsboro Methodist Church, between
Bainbridge and Hillsboro on St Rt 50. At the intersection of Rt 50

and Rt 753, turn North. (There is only one intersection in
Rainsboro)(North is right, if coming from Chillicothe, and left if

coming from Hillsboro) ¼ mile, church on left (West).

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________

EMAIL_______________________________________________________________

If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________

  New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640

Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

 

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661

       Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second 
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville 
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center


